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necessity of the light by which alone he can use
them. So we regard the vain boasting of such sci-
entists as the vagaries of sophists, who attribute
their attainments to their own resources indepen-
dent of the light and power of Revealed Truth
that has shone upon their path, and begirt them
with happy influences all the way through life.

It should appear even to them that common
honesty ought to lead every fair-minded man of
their intelligence to an expression of recognition,
if not of gratitude, for the inestimable blessing
of Revealed Truth. Human experience has been
ample enough to prove its value within the do-
main of mere intelligence. It is the only source
whence the earliest facts of history are derived.
We have only to compare its wonderful contents
in this respect with the absolute dearth of infor-
mation in all other writings to discover that, for
the first two thousand years of the world, we
have not any thing at all imparted, except what
Moses has made known; and for the next two
thousand years we have in what little there is of
profane history fact and fable so intermixed, that
it is of no practical value at all. For the whole
of this period we are indebted to the Bible, whose
incidental notices of the affairs of the world were
only designed to elucidate the historical connec-
tion with it of that people God formed, governed,
and kept in a peculiar way, that they might receive
and transmit revealed truth to the future nations
of the earth. We know the fact by the outcome
of their peculiar national life.

During the first period mentioned, when mea